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which they had found refuge. Thus, although their
fellow-countrymen were little inclined to run the
risks involved in emigration, several declared their
intention of joining those colonists to whom New
Switzerland promised a cordial welcome.
It was not without a pang that Fritz and Frank
left the land of their origin. Even if they might
hope to visit it again in the future, that was a hope
which M. and Mme. Zermatt, advancing now in
years, would hardly realise.
Crossing France, Fritz and Jenny and Frank
returned to England.
Preparations for the sailing of the Unicorn were
drawing to a close, and the corvette would be ready
to set sail in the last few days of June.
Both Fritz and Frank were received with flatter-
ing attention by the Lords of the Admiralty. Eng-
land was grateful to Jean Zermatt for having
of his own free will offered Captain Littlestone
immediate possession of his island.
As has been explained, when the corvette left
New Switzerland, the greatest portion of the island
was still unexplored, save the district of the
Promised Land, the littoral on the north, and part
of the littoral on the east as far as Unicorn Bay,
Captain Littlestone was therefore to complete its
survey both on the west and south and also in the
interior. In a few months more, several ships
would be fitted out to take emigrants and the